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Leadership in Va z

ik | Jigh Lalues in
Tailored Suits and Skirts.
This Department Abounds With all the Brightness of Spring.
A Slittoring Hrray of Yew Jdeas and Jow Hlaterials. |

Demonstrated by the lue- Gl bl ng

Thalhimer Store Nelps for To-morroly

' New Trimmings, New Embroideries.
2”9 are

New Laces,

Words are inadoguate to oxpross the charm of ‘the new goods daly arriving.

elognnt and rofinod; stiitable for nll’ onen-
Jilk Suits canlons, fre shown in Satin Foulnrds ‘and

"'Laffotns, Pricos; $12.50 ta §45.00,

@alking Skirts.

Jﬁom(’ny the now J{ﬂfl?llﬂ and c:’uny .Eacos, new ﬂu@aﬂ'm: and ? or.u’a_n al_'t'mmir{g-l‘; new Failor-Made Suits Never o hetler | vitriety  of || All:Wool Gray nnd Tan Walking Skirts; eut full flare, dou-
ﬁt‘)'lﬂﬂ disployed. The n:'fcr:l.‘;y 1\}11.'_‘ atti[ohmt, ]ﬁi.;u\ps endlng nﬁf!nrc, with fine corded fan
1 effect arowntd  bottom

with slrapped senms; alwiys ;) benutifully tnilored, ' speclal  at

rood Anste, nre shown na well aa the English Conts, Lois
X1V Conts und the becoming blonse stylo. Skirts ara flared
tunic effect and panel fronts, with hip trimming,
AllWool Black Cheviot Suita and:
0"" 'CEEM Faney  Mixtured, In blue and groy,
Eton nne blotee jackets, B.gored flave skirts over merce.
rized drop-skirt, $12.50,
Broadeloth Suits, collarless
fronts, skirts’ pandl effect
banda; nlso Light Gray E
elegant suit valties, nt $15. ]
Novelty cloth, grny and blne mixtures, blouse jackat, deop
shotlder enpes;  piped awith taffetn, Persinn vest, flare
kilted skirt, unlined, much adnired, at $20.00.
Louls XIV Coat Suits, collarless, shoulder eapes, tueked
and ‘tinie skirts, taffela lined jncketd, wnlined skirts,

(plait tailor-made Gowha,
35,00,

Perfect Fitling Walking Bkirts, in blue, black and priy
cloth, box plaited flare, strap seams formi anel front,
and yoke {rimming, very effective and stylish, at 7.48,

Elegant Tan Covert and Faney Striped and Check Novel:
ties, in up-to-date Walking Skirts, cut cireular flare
and 7-goto atrn Y geama, yoke trimrning and speelal tafl-
oring, several different styles, at 10,00,

Ladies” Dress JSkirts.

All-Waonl Black Cheviot Skirts, &-gore flare, with 3 bands
of Il.nﬂ'otn forming, Yanel front, and yoke trimming, per-
caline lining, specinl nt $5.00, [

A ine. matorial broadelath and  etamine; at $25.00 Black nnd Blue Voile Skirts, with plaited circular flures,

o 000, ) : headedl with peati de soio bands, alao = hip 'trimming,

2 \ strictly new and stylish, $7.48. 7! ; :

; §
ﬂbom-our Coalis. Elegant Cloth Skirts, in bluck and blue, with fitted yoke
) and panel front, trimmed with bands, and perpendicular

Your choice of materlal and styles are shown in all the band# of penu da solo to flare; $10.00. y

Wolifs and Pendants, new Salloons and Hppligues, Ohroughout the selection (s a certain
refinement whick stamps atl once thotr oxclusiveness, JIndeed, our one aim is to) bring out
somothing different from /o goneral run. A large ‘assortmont, yet neyer too muc-}ﬁ of any one
4ind astobecomecommon. Ohis, togethorwith reasonable pricos, makes them extromely dosirable.

Richest Dress Goods Sver .J'Iigﬁm ‘in City ||

We ghall show to-morrow, for sale, the richest, most quisite collection of
very high-class materials for Evening Street Gowns ever shown in this clty.
48.inch Knickerbocker Etamines, blue and white, green and’ while, black and

white, §1.00,
44-inch Knickerbocker Mohairs, #1.00.
dd-inch Knickerbocker Novelty, very stylish, 8150, i
G0-inch Flocked Novelty, tailor suit welglit, flecked with white, green and bluo,

Elousa. Jafletn trimmed, tab
ind trimmed with 3 cireular
&gish Cont Walking Bults; 2

hite Dress Goods.

the White Goods we are so fortunate as to be able to place

0f the heauty of
Every purchaser ia enthusiastic. As

on; early sale tiere can be no question,

usual, Thalhimer's lead in exclusive styles, i

42.inch Plain White Oxford, Waisting, very cheap, 10 2-3c.

3 cawes of Fine Imported White Warp Piques at 26c, J

The greateat: burgain ever shown in White ‘Shirt-\Waist Fabrics is our 30-inch

Moreerized” Slripes, 26e.

Silk Canvis Effects in Leno Broeades, for walats, i

Bee those lovely fabries. in Mercerized DBrocades,
o value, il 3o,

| 3be.

$1.00,
all new palterns and a 78c. || s2-ineh Satin Venetlans, for tallored'suits, light blue, grays, greens, and castors,

K

%1.00. }
30-ineh Shepherd's Checked St:itinﬁs, for ahirt.waist sults, yery popular, 50c,

ﬁewh\\’hiln Crenml\:‘cnung?. a0 Lo rTSF:. § F:I“ English Nai Mg £
7e have n specinl fine quality o s#-inch Sheer English Nainsook, in 12-yar 40-inch Handsome Pin-Stripe, Highly-Finished Silk Mohair, for suits and waists i M t rent th 2
! holts, for 1.}|1|H. week m!‘_‘r, $1.50 n bolt, 2 1,50, ) ! d E?lz r.éeos;g;isigfpl;rl‘a;‘l}’::gil%l'aat:ﬂ%gﬂ:;scitl; giaf{fielouiie;giv Fine Black 'Voilo! 8kirts, 7-gore flare, seams covered with
Our 40:inch India Linen nt 15e, i3 & bargain. : ” A w h d atylo 7 ; i silk broid nnd bands of hemslitched tafTeta covering
“’“,,’““”f;‘f“’“”"’f. to a BFECIEHOI number of 48-inch IIiuntl‘“oven Batiste, worth ew J'prfng as qOO S Sifk .Coa.tu ing-pong effects, in taffeta and poatt de sole flare, the popular skirt for spring wear and very dressy,
t 1 reek d I / g f i B : 2 ! ;
el ihicadt Bl Hd We show to-motrow the handsomest and most varled collection of Wash Goods 85.00 to §12.50. ’ AL )

Louis XIV Coats, plain and lace trimmed, $10.00 to $26.00.
Covert Jackets, $5.00 to §12.50.

{ash Waists and Wash Juits.
Our line of Summer Waists and Suits ia now complete,

and the exceptional values have been well appreciated by
the ladies of Richmondi’ o TR

New Jilk (aists.

l’inA_Si.ripetl Trnifota Silk VWaists, with strap yoke trimming,
piped with blaek, green or red, and finished with crochet
rings, full flare sleeves, speeinl wt $5.00.

White Peau de Cxyne Walsts, with ripple cape effect, giving g B
long waist, trimmed with eeru inserting,’ full’ pouch &
sleeve, at $8.48. ;

30-inch Linen Duck, 46 and 60c.

Big Values in Lace Curtains.

All atyles of Lace Curtains—Nottinghams, Irish Points, Brussels, Renalssance
and Arablan—where we have but one palr of a pattern, to close them out we

have marked them half price, i i
Huffled Swiss Curtains, with cotton torchon lnee insertion and edge, extrn good

ever exhibited.

32:inch Flie 16 2:3¢, Quality Madras for 1214e. yard,
12t4c. Pretty Madras Cloth  for 10c. yard. i
andsome Figured Mercerized Madras nt 25e. yard.
100 pieces New English Percales to sell 12Y4c. yard.

1 lot of 10 and 1214e. quality Fine Madrna to cfane out at Te. yard,

. Basement Leaders.

quality, at $1.60 pair.
ma”’ng J.a’e. Thin-Blown = Tumblers, worth 75 3”'0?ecfﬁf'ds°m§yt ?ef’ri:g‘tt}[éﬂ ,300' The popular fad—Plain Linen Waists, extrn quality, new i : .
dozen, for 24e. cuch. Tbc? dnmnm{’\%ﬁimﬁ E.hi?j’u" B :" Lk cut; to be yworn plain or embroidered, $2.48. Elegant White Peau de Cgyna Whaists, with large cape
P plain’ linen and collar, trimmed in° handsomo applique deasigns, giving

Handsome Hand-Embroidered  Waists,
buteher's linen, 20.48 and 8748,

Heavy Madras Waists, broad tucks, large buttons and new

mercerized linen effects, $1.00, $2.48, and $3.48 and $4.08,

ble to offer such an immense assortment of patierns
'of China Maiting al such plienomennlly fow priees. There are at lenst 30 dif-
ferent patterns of extra heivy Chinn Matting—a few thie only one or two rolls
of n pattern—all are this season’s importations, Other stores sell these same

very beautiful effect, these have nowest pufl sleeves, for
$12.50.

Our snle of $7.48 and $5.00 Silk VWaists still
bargaing at &3.08,

Saucers for de. pair.
85¢. \White China' Soup, also Hreak.
fast Plates, for de. earch.
314-pound Japanned Tin Sugar Boxes,

25¢. Crystal Gag Glohes for 10e, each,

j-quart Cranite Sauccpans, with
. tops, the 42¢c. size, for 3lec.

Never hefore have we been a

continnues;

Best Tin Wash

kinds b 35 to 40, a yard, and they are worth those prices, This is o rare

2¢. for, Good Bize

. worth 10¢, for 10c, cach,

plain and triniined.

I aln't grouchy,
sald so he lled, and I can prave It. I've
been top long in this buslness not to
know that slmpla breakin' and enterin’
ain't nothin' to KUlIn' a man. Nao flrsl-
class man in the profession would think
of doln’ such a thing, gae!'’

vGentlemen, gontlemen,” sald a third,
{nking his pilpe out of hls mouth, ‘nray
copsa Lhis useless wrangling. ‘Shorty”
i satiafied In hls own mind that he has
never hroken through Lhe otiquette’ of
s profession, and the word of » gen-
tlaman 1z suMcient,  Bhorty, .elt down,
I{eegan, bo seated.  Buch quarrels or
digcusslons simply toke us away from
the subject In hand.”

wLard, den't he talk like a book.
London, where dld you get it alt!

“By ‘all' 1 suppose you rafer to my
educatlon, You needn't think that I am
golng to regale you with the story, of my
life, for I am not.  Suflice 1L to BaY that
1 'am not what T appear to he, I was
not educated ns n professional  house-
breaker, as you ean guess.”

‘), thals dend ensy Lo soe,
ps well, os any knows Lhat.
pes you at Del—"

sghut up, 'Bhorty,’ or I'll throw. Lhis
mug down your throat,y and a wicked
glint of the eyes mado the man nddressed
ps 'Shorty' duck his hiead and remaln si-
lent. E

“f will siraply say. for your edification
that 1 was educated at Oxford. Do you
know where that is?  No?  Well, it ls
o greater university than either Yalo or
Harvard In this country, and very mueh
older. It I8 In England, and takes the
lead In'mll educational; as well as re-
llgious matters,’”

"1Gosh, aln't he great, Keeg?" r

41 thank you for your admlration, bu
to continuo and conclude, 1 supposed
myself the helr to a title mnd o fortune,
Bs my older brother's wife promlsed to
be childless and 1 wns tho next ot kin;
swhen suddenly she took [t into lLier head
to produce o fine boy, and my chances
wera blasted. 1 left 'n crop of debls
and came here"

“Then you ware knockod out of belng
a lord and gettin' the boodle,”

*I'hat Is about |t,
have hopes, The clilld was stolen when
five years old, and my hrother dled from
g broken heart, whuatever that may be,"

Bay,

You are
Dldn't 1

“Well, why don't you step in, old
man?’ ! )
“I'm not an ‘old man', and I objoc{ to

your, familinrity,”

‘'Gen, aln’t he groat!"

*It lg not because of any snobbjshness
on my part, I nssure yvou 'S8horty,’ but If
§ should happen to become n lord, ag 1
may, I could not' assoclate with you any

er, and 4 do fpl wish 'lo foster\any
af future Intimacy in your gujlo-
Fanat."
Y 7, whaot are you gfvin' us?
E] pxpect to bhe a. lord?
I
1\'\‘ it 15, @8 you term It, stralght.”
ikl

Iy

Do you
Is  Ihat

g do you expect to be n hloomin'
lord? | '

sphat 1 onige do pot know, My nephew,
though stolen, 1s alive and well, and word
fs nccustonnlly sent that' ha will be kept,
and not returned untll he fs 25 unless
Pmylm:al}' kllled by nocldent,”

ogay, nin't that a falry story?"

“Do ryou suppose ' that I would wasts

y timo Inventlng such & yarn ns that
r:) tell you?!

0, 1 den't know, You beat pll when

ou get on your war paint'!

vparhaps 8o, but this 18 a4 mest un-

leasantly true story, 1 assure you, Now,
et us talk buslbess.,  When are we to
do the Yan Nostrand houso?"

vRlght awuy, gulck, © Reddle Wiggina
Js comin’ here thls morpip',  Flarkl
A'pre ure steps on the slalrs now, that's
Bim. Al there, Reddle, got the boy
with you, 1 see,  Fend him Into the other
¥oom whila we settla things." i

v(3o in thers, Bobs," sald the man calls
gd Reddle, polntlng to the door gt tha
end of tha i1oom, “you'll find books pnd
papers to amuss you, and you needn't
Lsten through the keyliole,!
%rthe oy looked nb hlm without anewers
F;{ and 'ﬂhﬂl WalE

‘Shorty," though 1

“And a fine profeesion you put him
to,! sald London, mockingly,

UWell, that's my buslness, Mr. Britlsh,
and I ¢on’t want any of your snoers."
“You mistake me, my friend. I ad-
mire your choice. He {8 a (ine-looking

lad, even if he I8 n blt rough In his
make-up, 1 suppose that that goes with
his part,  Where did he get those cye#

and that mouth? Your slster must have
heen A great beauty. Now, I admire
your talents, but no one would choke
yau for your looks.' He dodged his head
so that a pewter mug just missed him.
“Well almed, but I am used to your
ways, Reddle, my man."

“You necdn't ask any more quastions

about that boy, just the same, TI'll lnog
after hlm and don't you fret. Are you
gelig to talk' buslness, or what Is up,
anyhow?'"

“HBusiness it ls, Reddle, Shorty, glve
us that plan of the Van Nostrand house.
Herp we are. Thera, you see that door?
Well, here {s & small window through
which the boy could erawl eastly, Then
there Is o short flight up Lo the level of
the street. You see the slde door I
down In an area,,so Lthat we can keep a
watch and put Bobs through the small
window without being seen from Lhe alde-
walk,'" \

“Great stuff, London, you're a genlus,"
siid Reddie, slapping lilm on the back,

“Look here, Reddis, I appreclate your
enthusinsm and admiration for my tal-
ants, which I'admlit {8 well merited, but
I object to having my lungs tested and
my spinal column, If you know what that
Is, dlslocated by that irip-hammer fist

of youras.'

“All  right, London. I didn't know
that: you were so delieats,'

“I'm not delleate, you ass! DBut if

there I8 anything that 1'hate it Is to be
banlged on the back., That {8 all therse {8
Lo 4Lt

Well, go on with your explanation of
the plan, and I will try and not show
my  feclings,'" ;

a1l right; sep that you don't. Now,
here 1z tha hall floor, and this is the
hajl, You soo that It ls a big room,
with the stalrs coming down' the centre
of ‘one glde,"

“Aust bo n fine house.'

Yne? My dear Bhorty, you will lose
your breath with admbmtion when you
gea It, 16 I8 heautiful."

“How do you know?
your—""

“Remember what T sald a short time
ago,  Try that again and you will re-
grot It ]

“all right, London; I forgol.”

"Wall, shut up, then. Here |8 the din-
Ing-room, mnd rlght here s where the
safa |s, let Into the slde of the wall, and
It Is chock full of sllver and, they say,
some valunble jewals'

"Bhall we have to hlow It open?”

“No, we can bore through the lock, It
I8 not muel; of a safe, 1 do not under-
atand what old Van Nostrand s thinking
of, I am sure, to kegp Buch an old-fash-
ioned thing."

"Sayin' we uara surprised?!’ !

"“Phere are Lwo ways of getting out]
drop out of the dining-room windaows or
make for the front door, If ypu go out
of the window,. just open the yard gute
and you are out on n passageway and
aff you go," Iy

::\'\'haru are Lhe sleeping rooma?"

Up two flights |n one case, hut the
two up there are well out of the way in
the back of the house, The old man
has n big atudy or Hbrary up one flight
all for himself, aa hiq lower floor l8 giv.
en up o entertaining.”

".gn_v chlld:'un?” y
10ne daughter, g far a [+]
Bt present he hos a neptm\_: \I'fali‘ftn:‘ ::022
%Eahalotith‘m The old man sleaps up ons
ght In the rooms I have spoks
the other |s unoccT:?lud." 8Eeahen 0?'
‘"Well, It seems easy, |8 It worth 187"
"Worth it? . Why, man, the jewals
alone are sald to be worth from’ elght
Lo ten thousdnd dollays, &nd 1 have lus-

Is that one of

4 ta theidoor, opeped)
bl s

formatlon that the old nian' has put away
RILE) ERSFR| A A0S klmg

B9me §oId AR Rille' {my

alurm and we get out.”

“8hall we haye him in?"

“1' yuppose so; he keeps prelty quiet,
doesn't he? You've trained him well.”

“0, he's all right; he knows how to
keep his mouth shut, you can bat your
life.'"

lteddle went to the door, London follow-
ing him quletly and unnoticed. | The
former opened the door to find the boy
staring Intently at a magazina,

‘"Come, Bobs, we want to show you
your  lay,” 'sald Reddle, standing in the
daorway.

ine hoy dld not move, he was =0 In-
tont on the book in front of him,

“Come along; what §s the matter with
you?!" and Reddle stepped over the lad.

As ha looked at the page that the bhoy's
gyes were fixed on, he uttered a sup-
pressed. exclamation and grabbed the
book hurriedly as he cuffed the boy over
the sars.

“I'll tench you to look at books and
not answer me when [ speak to you,
Don't you let me cateh ¥you a lookin' at
picture books when I want you! Dg you
hear?' [

He took the lad by the coat collar and
brought him to hig feat, but no reply
came [rom his llps, and hls eyrs had o
faraway look. Reddle threw the magn-
zine down on the table, and London saw
the title on the coyer, It was one of
the grent monthlles, and could. not pos-
sibly. do any harm to the boy anyway.
Why should ha not read it?

Reddle turned, and seeing London In
the doorway stepped back 'quickly to the
table, picked up the pamphlet and nut
It In his pockot,

"I didn't mean to be so hard on You,
Bobs, but wo are'ln a hurry,' His looks
wera shifty and uneasy, and his change
of manner made-London think that there
was something In the paper whigh he
wished to congoal.

“Let tha boy read,' sald the English-
man, It wlll do hlm no harm, and will
{mprove his mind." The hrighter and bet-
{er cducated a man la' the more accom-

plished.scamp he will become.'"  He grin-
ned eheerfully ‘at 'the other, while  he
thought, ‘'there ~ls something {n that

magazine, my man, that you don't want
sgooen, You were a fool to Jat me sug-
peet It, for now I will find out what It
js It I can, as sure a8 my name {5—'"" His
thoughts wera interrupted by a volce calls
ng; Y i

vATG you fellere goln' to stop thera all
day? Dring Bobs hors apd Jat us Bettle
this job right nway now! :

The two men and the bay came Into
the maln room, but the sirange look had
not left the hoy's face,

CHAPTHER II,

“"Now Bohs' sald London, ""do wyou
think that you underatand what you are
to do?"

YYey, slr,’! answered the hoy looking at
the blue goggles which hid the oyes ol
1le questioner, ‘"I am to go through the
small window, drop down inside and un-
hjul:K tha door which ls at my left-hand
slde,”

*'Right, Bobs, you are  amar} boy,"” Ha
pattéd him on the back encouragingly
and scrutinlzed hls face as he did so, The
strange look was there, though the oths
ers dld nat notlee It, a

tLeot us 81l take n drink on the strengt
of |t broke in #horty, a stumpy litle
keen-faced man,

“You fellows are welcome, hut you
know I paver drink anything except at
meals, 8o you will heve to let me out.”

“Queer, len't It, for one of your natlon
to take so little?'' psked the oither, &a
he fllled his own glass,

“"Porhaps s0, my frlend, but [ need all
my wits (o carry out these great enter-
prises of oyrs, and It will not do for us
{o bo cnught napping'!

""When shal] we make the game?'" sk
ed Reddle, [ingering  ths book in hls

ocket.

#1 think that to-morrow nlght will be
best, There s to be a big dlnner there, 1
find, and probalily all hends will be tlred,
ahd undoybiedly the butler and fouimen

(3} driolk MR kue ¥emalns pi kb Xiing

CHAFPTER III
“TWhem are you expecting to-night at
your dinner, Nellle?' asled Mr. Van
Nostrand, as he leaned up agalnst the
montel in his study and ‘sipped g cup of
tea, which his deughter lLad made for

him.

“The Van Rensselaers, the Farlows,
Jack Morgan, Peggy de Witt, the Fear-
Ings, the Freemans, Minnle Van Adam
and Hon. George Carlingford,'"

“\Who'is he?''

“Phe most charming Englishmen that
hos been in thls part of the world for
a long time, papa, Hs la tall, handdome,
agresable and, wonder of wonders, bright,
Ha can sec an Amerlean Joke without
having it expiained to him."

“Hum. Then am afrald that he s
sither a scamper or something odd.”

“#0dd he certainly I8, but o scamp, nev-
er. Trust a woman's intultlon for that."

“Woman's Intultion! I would not glve
the snap of my finger for o woman's In-
tuitlon.. What and who Is he anyway,
and where dld you meet him?"'

“He brought letters to the Van Ren-
sellaers, and he is, belleve, the proa-
poctlve helr to an earldom. That mat-
ters but little, for he Is very evidently
rleh.  Mr, Vap Rensselner says that ha
pays his bllls and Insists on taking his
shares of .all sprees.”

“He must be o phenomenon, Jjudging
from the specimens of his countrymen
thet T have met over hers. Bt 1 do not
come to your dinner to-nlght.'”

4“0, papa, how good of you, Why did
you not tell me before? I would have
lind some pld lady tor you to take {n.'

“0ld lady to take:in! No, my dear, I
will take in a young one or nong, and
let it be the latter, ns 1 ean then leave
a4 meon as’ T choose.”

“Vary well, dear; you shall do as you
choose, I feel deeply honored thet you
will come at all!

“It is ona of my whims. I want to
meat your handsome foreigner, An Eng-
l{fshman that can take an American
joke—ho muat Indeed be an extraordinary
perzon,'t

— §
CHAPTER IV,

The ladles had left the reom and Mr,
\-;nn Nostrand lind moved 1o Carlingford’s
alda."

“I pm-glad, Mr. Carlingford, to see one
of your countrymen at iy table. I gel-
dom appear In my daughter's dinners, as
an old man ls out of place at auch fune-
tions, but hearing that you were tn be
here, I broke through my rule. T lived
In England for ten years A8 A YOUng
man."”

HBut, Mp, Van Nostrand, you nre not
what we eall old with us. You are hale
and hearty and should not deprive peo-
ple of your soclety.'’

“The Averpge porson hores me terribly,
Carlingford, "to tell the truth, and my
books nre my refuge, Those pnd my col-
lectlon of gems are my hebby, Do you
care At nll about preclous stunes?"

“yes, Indeed, and have pleked up many
n good one in my wanderlngs'' A eu-
rlous expression flitted across hls: free,
part amusement and part sardonte,

or would like to show you some of
mine. . Green,' <o the butler, "open the
old safe and bring me the upper @rawer,

1 will show you some sapphires that I
think you will admit are yuite guod, and
| have also soma amonds which are
sald to ha qulte fine apecimens,”

Ho spoke gulstly, but with a certaln
pride In hls tone that did not escéps tha
notice of Carlinglord.

'Phe butler slid back a panel in the
high oak walnecoting, and, lo tho sur.
prise of the guosts, disclosed a safe
whioh' he opened and took therefrom a
drawer,. Thig he placed In front of Mr,
Yan Nootrand,

“Now, Mr.. Qarlingford, prepars to- be
dazzled," msjd hls host, a8 he lifted &
chamols skin case, which fitted into the
drawer out onto (he tahle "Here ara the
sapphires.”  Ha opened the cage ag the
othen guosts gatnered round,iand dis.

nlﬁréd “them  ta, thelr ai.i.w%lspm [BYEH,.
Lhora Weq & e ok BUPSTR RISRYA oL

‘iyes, here are some rubles that T got
|n Persla and here are some dlamonds
from Kimberley, the flret, almost to
come out: In fact, I belleve they wers
in the first lot brought from South Af-
riea," A

“You ore o good judgs, evidently, Mr.
van Nostrand, ‘Those are the real pigeon-
blood rubles, and large stones, too. Your
daughter should wear soma of these.

My daughter, curlously enough, dla-
Ilkes gems as much as I llke them, and
will have none of them, Bhe objects to
my having them In the house.'

‘I she superstitlous on the subject?
The apals are the only stones that I know
of that are supposed to bring bad luck,
and oven that s guestioned? I know
people that have superb opals and equals
ly good luck; It would be diffioult to con-
vines them that the stones ave unlucky.'

Mo, It g not superstition with my
daughter, u}She slmply does  not ke
them."
{owrgll, I must thank you for a great
treat, though I cannot commend you for
tempting fortune as you do, by keeplng
them in.what I should’ conslder n very.
unsafe place.'!

"I supposa that you are right, but
what plensure shall I have from them
after 1 gend them to a bank? I might
as well give them away, I cannot ha
running to seo them every day or so,
Here I take them to my lhrary and louk
at them whenever I fael llke it

vTrie, and it la your affalr, I trust
that you will pardon me for, as a strang-
or, taking the liberty of critlclsing your
arrangements 7'’

“[ fesl complimented that you should
take such an Interest, Mr, Carlingford.
Green, you may return thess to tha snfe.
Gentlamen,| shall we jolnt the'ladles?"

The host rose and led the way to tha
driwing-room, As thoy passed through'
the hall, Carlingford paused,

“This Is n large house for n clty, Mr,
Van Nostrapd, and unioss [ am mistaken

you have land {n your rear, or on one

side, at least,  I'thought I saw it as I
came up to the door from the slda street.”

‘iyas, thls land s part of a farm be-
longlng to my  groat-grepi-grandfather,
My grandfather sold, part of It for a
great deal of money. and hullt, the orl-
ginal house, Then 08 this part of .the
alty 'grew more nnd more valuable, my
tather sold more and added to the house,
Tho Jand Increased In value, the houso
in glzgo, n& can be seen,  Little did my
ancestor -reallza the valug that hls farm
would attaln in yosrs to come.'

“Your pecple were In the Dutch East
India trade, werd Lhey nol?”

"Yea; why do you nsk?! A

“'Because mine ‘wero glso, and I sece
many eurins here similar to those In the
old place on the other slde,  Thoso
ppenrs and cjubs are from Javd, 1 think,"

"Yes, indedd! Why, Lhis {a delightful,
I am more than ever pleased that I camo
down to dinper,” 1

"They wers now in the drawlng-room,
and Carllngford made hig wiy at oneo to
Mlss Van Nosuand, |

vyour father and I have developed n
great bond of sympathy, Miea Van Noas
trand, which In part I regret to hear that
yvou cannot be Included. " He tells me
that you do not care for his heautitul
goms,'"

“No, 1 regret to say that I daiiat; but
1 try to overcoma my diglike to them for
hie sake. My younger slater( she & but
16) delights In them, bul | cannot bring

mysslf to IL"
irhen thers is another Misa Van Nos-
trand?"

40, & youpg ene! If she were |n HEng-
1and ahe would he n the sehoolroom, alr
most, but thld one I8 very independant, as
most young Americans are.'

"It s born In the bload,”

"Parhops B0,  Mama dled socon after
whn was boyni sha s the haby of the
Houge, I um sorpy that [ could pot have
joined paps and you In your hobipy, '

taph, well, pa?hw you can JoIn 4. dn
fux fondotia o B08 DAND Amdlun oW
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vivid story will appear in Tues-
day's Times-Dispatch. ' A 'phone
message or [jpostal card to the
Times-Dispatch office will bring
Tuesday's paper to your door.
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ALL OBSTACLES OVERCOME.

United States Shipbuilding. Company
Able to Guard Against Delay.

NEW YORK, IMsb. 28.—Tha roport of
Admiral Bowles as to the causes of de-
foy in the bulldlng of men-of-war, has
excited great Intercst, Leading ahip-
bullders congrotulate themeelves  that
they have done as woll as they have.
9urlng the past two years the disadvan-
{nges of bullding has been largely In the
muatter of. Incrensed cost ‘to contractors,
and they should certalnly he ontitled te
the beneflt of every doubt in thelr plucky
flght ngnlnst odds, A striking instance
of meeting obstructlve condltlons. wana
ghown In the formation of the United
States Shipbullding Company, a corpora-
tion which seems to have nbsorbed the
fuctors necessary to make It Independent
of many of tho causas which bring nbout
delay In ship copstruation, A company
contrelling thp manufaotyre of ‘steel fore-
ings, cast gtasl, braps and bronge,
guis, aragr, pojuetiles, winolugses nnd
winches has o adyvantages  over plants
which must buy them ,and such advan-
tngea wore secured  when the  Unjted
Stites Snipbullding Company woy orgun-
{zed,

This company has attroctad Ipuh!lq at-
tentlon here In a remarkable degree, and
Its clalms were carefully welghod whan
first mode, 1t stirted swith about fifty
millions of contracts and though milllony
of work have bopn deflvered tho yolume
18 In oxceas of what s ‘was slx mounthe
ago,. It la the. only .company in the
world capable of bullding & complete bnt-
tleahlp, armed and armoréed ready to glve
Lattle, nnd the orgunization ls now such
thit work Is speclalized, ench yard work-
Ing upon’ the particulnr product b 1§
bost capnble of produclng,

It 18 rumored  hers that the Tnited
Btates Btael Corporation s behind thia
company.,  Certalnly It Is known that
the stockhelders of tha former have uan
enormous  holding | in the shipbullding
ampany, 80 that If the lntter neads any
stoal it Is In A position to get [t} apd as
avery alllance seems to have been mada
thut would reduce Ume and cost of bulld-
Ing, this company {8 In pesition to conp
mand much of the patronage of the In-
ternational Mercantile Marine Company,

A [Inancler, ong of tho most conseryis
tive men on the streot, erld: "Of all tha
mdustrlals 1 do not know of one which
has grenter prospects and posslbllities
than the United Btates Shipbullding Com-
pany, Its securitles are & purchase, ea-
pecially Ite bonds, They are five per
cent, first rhortgage gold bonds secured
by the property and plants.  Indlyidual-

money earners, and collectively they wijl
effact p saving which will maks thelr op-
erating charges almoat inconalderably
"the Bethlehom Bieel Works |5 well known
ak one of the greatest steel propertles in
the Linited Btutes, it not in the world,
and Lhelr parnipgs alone ghold tike care
of o)l tho tixed chiprges,

tiPhare szems to e plenty of work (o,
day in the United Btates for pil the ship:
yoirds and, ns the turn of the tids huaa
come In thin great Industry, thero la cers
tadn to be un active demand for phipyards
gopiiritles throughout tha country, the
large yolume of vontraots In hapd exs
tonding ovep weyeral years, juke (hem

Iy thess shipyards have records psg Jarge |

opportunity to buy thess Multings ab 26c, Basins,
PRI RO AN R S S et E o PRI ICNE SO SR T e e and that should make them ii!eap a bit:| various sizes, but mosat of them were | My peaple were in. that into}estlng and
;i;.' (e o+ | heavier thin usoal.' : very ‘large and of wur-_(ierf\t;l cg‘lrol“ L exclting business {n/the old daysl'. OPP - ! i)
. s . - ° # | ‘To-morrow night, then. e meot here vThese. are wondarfil, Mr. Van. Nos- “Ah, there I am . with you, Mr. Cnr- : ; !
% “ ,’ HIS TI‘I&IS Trfbulatlons and A | 2t midnight?” trand,” exclaimed Carlingford = with & | llngford, ~ Some time 'I hope to visit ! i |
-+ ’ £ "¥os: no earller {s 'of any use, You wlll | note ‘of slncera admiration in his yoleo, | Indla and see that wonderful land for i
i3 L bring Bobe with you, I take 17 which pleased the old man hugely. . I | mysolf." IN HALIFAX
£ Triumphs. L “¥as, I'll take care of him safe enough, | have naver scen, aven in' Parls, anything Y1t g Indeed o wondorful land, and if 3 i ;
_}_ . ; = | He ls too veluable Lo part with.' | to equal them.  How. do you dare to keep | you will permit me, some day [ will call i
v 2 ! i | "It is pleasant to ses an uncle so de- | them in tho house?"' ; - upon - you aid tell you af It. I have trav- : it ) :
T - By REGINALD LANG. | Copyright by Philip Little, 4 | voted to his nephew as you are, Reddle,” | “I have thought myself of lato that 1| eled all through tho hest of It : i ,
) T | " “Shut up, whl you, and stow, your gub? | was running o great risk, as they aro & | “Thank you, I shall be delighted. You | Activity on Tobacco Breaks.
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ot o e 2 e ) . : SR WL ' “AN right, man, only don't get mngry | rubles and dlamonds, but Green here has *“Yes, but If T may, I will coma agnal
«Copyrighted, by Phillp Little. it and closed It gquletly as he went In. to the sum of 7,000,  Does that strike | bocnuse I appreclate your davotion." been with mo for yoears, and no one else | some day end talk It over with you}.‘n i Farmers ﬂt WOT‘( On !
By Reglnald Lang’ ‘‘Blessed Jf he don't beat all! Most | you at all?” | They all got up after this;: and putting | knows tha combination, nor how to Do so0. Do net come Thursday, for e
boys would have toll me io shut up, or | “Say, hat s a good thingi no, I won't [ on thelr coats and: hats stola | guletly | slide the panel, and I ghall soon take | gvary ohe comos that day. 1 am near- Thelr Plant Beds: :
CHAPTER I somethin n‘limunnt. llmt t1;ul cl;:lp never | hit )'ovzll agaln. f;i!mll we have Bobs In? |'downataira and out onto the street. ‘The | them to a h::}nk and Dl.lLdu[ hnrm'ghw?y, ly always In after 6 I can give vou : * LN
: i .| answers and never has since he was a What does ho do?'’ Englishman turned ‘the first corner and | There have besn some aring robberles | some very good tea.” It will aven pla i P R i 1
*Fou et I never idiled A man while 971 .t “Te gnes through the window that T | was lost in the crowd. Halling o pass-'| of late about hers and 1 nardly ke to| an Engliahmen!" fyen moasy i SO BOSTON) VA Fob, 28-The
: blf?\lqﬁﬁf’ Rags sald you ald,  Don't get | ., Where did you get him, Reddia?', | spoke of and drops down Inside, Ha | ing hansom he gave an addréss, and later trust them in that safe.” 4, - asslgnment of the mercantila concern of
"":., £ H i 'Son of a sister of mine. 'Shel dled | then unlocks the dear and lets us In. | jat himaelf in with a pass key ot Lhe door “You are taklng n great visk, but as 444444+t 44 | Mesurs. Blata Brothers and Jordan this
grouchy. vou fool. Tt Rags|tnd I took him and brought him up." e e e (he sate e will keep wateh, | of a qulét-looking: house on o side streot, | you say, It Is in safe hands, ) mear tho week wos n great surprise to most peo- "
¥ol h ; and If there !s any danger he glves the knawledge of the safe and tha panel. The second installment of this 1 el RN
You have other stones, I judge.’’s ple,  The liabllitios ara reportec to  te

about $13,000, while the assots are thought)
to be about $14,000. Tho concern | has
been in /the dry. goods business here for -
about  fifteen yonrs, t \

The “High HIN'' Capper Minlng Com-.

pany ls composed of p New York syn-
dloate and have for a number of yoars
been working a large force. This year,
owing to the low price of copper, gulte
2 small fores ls employed.:’ There Is o
want of actleity among il the copper
mining companles operating in Hallfax,
. The Becottsburg Normal College has
boan closed untll ‘next autumn. The
falllng hoalth of the president is sald to
bo the cause of closing, Beveral years
ngo, under the manngement of Reov. B. H, .
Thompson, It was one of the most flour-
Ishing schools In thls sectlon,

The breaks of tobaceo this week have.
been [alrly good. The offerings have besan
of good quelity, and prices have been'
anmewhat stiffer than for several weeks,
The avernge has been about ten dollars;
tho highest prices pald for srappors wWas
forty-three dollars, The market s quite
buoyant with & genernl  good fesling.

Farmers have had o busy week hurning
plant heds, The weather for preparing
beds has  been exceptlonally axcellant,
Ho far ‘ns cAn ba ascertained there has
been the usual number of beds propared,
This Indientes that about the same Acre- .
age will be cultivoted! this year A3 WOE
In 192,

Farmors are, working early and late,.
Thoy are greally behind in "all thelr
work, especlally ploughling, The week -
haa been an Ideal one for, all kinds of
out-door  work, While ' negro  laborers:
ara hord to get to work on the farms,
lubor agonts soem to have but little trou-
blo In getting them to work on new rall-
ronds.  Quite o number are Jeaving  for
West Virginie each week, ! ]

Notwithstanding there are flve large
tobaoeo sale wurehouses here, a sixth ona
will ba erepted poon. Mr, R. Holt Ed.
munds haa purchased a slte on Main
Btroat,  The bullding will be of brick
and the dimensions will be large. Tha
contrnet has nirendy been awarded, ¥

Mra, Thomas I, Fry gava a delightful
entertalnment Mondny ,night in honor of
her niece, Miss Minnle Aorton, of Clark-
ville,

Mr. Henry Fdmunds, of Baltlmors, is
vislting hls parents, Captaln and Mra,
Henry Edmunds, ut Houston,

Captaln Marcellus Freneh, o obvil en-"
glneer, of Houston, s vislting In West
Virginka.

Miss Margarot Carrington, of ' Clarks.
vlle, s visiting her slster, Mre, 8. G,
Morton, Jr.

My, J. C. Harrls and wife have been
gpending the week In Ashavlille, N, .G

ap, N, 1, Edmupds, of Kentucky, has
beon visiting hla sister, Mrs, Samuel C,
aorton, 5r., durlng the week,

ur, D, K. Davls left thls week for '
South Cirolina to see his' mather, who la
eritienlly {11,

P ——
The Colored Y. M, C, A,

The Colored Y. M, ©, A, will hold »
blg meeting for men Bunday, March lst
at 0:80 P, M., at the Trus Reformers’
i Hall, Professor J, R, L. Dlggs, of the
Virginla Unlon Unlversity, will dellver
a  specinl  addrees, Bubjeot;  MIife's
Yalue  The Y. M. C. A. Quartstte
will sing, under the direction 'of Wal-
ter [, Jones, Boats are free, All
men are Inyited,

Ask for Home Brewing Co.'s
Book Beer) Home Brewlng Coy's
Book—that's It, Homs Brawing -
Co.'s Book Bear—none heiter, Ne
Bock Beer ltke Home Brewing Go's,

‘nafe. aguings. depreulons er panioky

kﬂam_ Browing Co.'s Bock—pureet




